October 25, 2017
Acting Secretary Eric Hargan
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
200 Independence Ave SW
Washington, D.C. 20201
Director Scott Lloyd
Office of Refugee Resettlement
Administration for Children and Families
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
330 C St SW
Washington D.C. 20201
Acting Secretary Eric Hagan and Director Scott Lloyd:
As organizations committed to protecting the health and dignity of all people, including youth,
immigrants, refugees, and their families, we write to express our grave concerns about the
Office of Refugee Resettlement’s (ORR’s) mistreatment of and abuse of power over 17-year-old
Jane Doe and other young people in your custody. Jane, a young woman from Central America
in ORR’s care, was denied access to an abortion and forced to continue a pregnancy against
her will for one month, despite having independently secured the necessary resources and legal
authorization. ORR’s treatment of Jane was not only shocking in its disregard of her autonomy
and dignity – it was also against the law. While Jane was finally able to access the care she
needed by going to court, many other young people being held in ORR’s custody may also be
denied the ability to get abortion care and coerced and shamed for their decisions. We demand
the immediate suspension of any existing ORR policies and practices that restricted prompt
access to the full range of reproductive health care for Jane and continue to restrict the rights of
thousands of other individuals within ORR custody.
There is no need more fundamental than the need for access to safe, quality health care and
information. No person in the custody of the federal government, including those residing in
facilities operated by ORR, should be denied this basic dignity. Unaccompanied immigrant
youth from Central America frequently face unthinkable hardships before coming into the care of
ORR, making prompt medical attention necessary.1 Many of them leave their home countries in
order to flee violence or abuse. And, in their journeys to the U.S. border, many experience more
violence in the form of sexual assault, sex trafficking, or other trauma. In fact, human rights
advocates estimate that the rate of women and girls raped on their journey to the United States
is between 60 percent and 80 percent.2 The prevalence of such experiences makes the
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availability of emergency contraception, abortion, and post-sexual assault care a public health
imperative of the highest order.
It shocks the conscience that this administration sees Jane’s and other young people’s lives as
simply another battlefield upon which to wage its ideological war against reproductive health
care. ORR did everything in its power to force Jane to continue her pregnancy against her will.
For example, ORR sent Jane to a crisis pregnancy center: a type of anti-abortion organization
whose mission is to persuade individuals to continue their pregnancies by providing misleading
information and using coercive and fraudulent tactics. There, non-medical personnel required
Jane to undergo an invasive ultrasound. And even after Jane disclosed to officials that her
parents had been physically abusive and successfully obtained a court order to proceed without
parental permission, ORR unlawfully told Jane’s mother about the pregnancy. The abuse of
power, invasion of privacy, and coordinated federally-funded campaign to shame, bully, and
deny care to this young woman is unconscionable. And Jane’s case is not an isolated one.
Reports indicate that ORR has obstructed other young women’s abortion care, including at least
one instance in which Director Lloyd personally contacted a young woman and attempted to
influence her decision.
Contrary to this administration’s statements, ORR’s refusal to honor Jane’s decision was not
about enforcing the harmful Hyde amendment, which restricts public funding for abortion in most
cases. Nor were the government’s stated concerns about “facilitating” Jane’s abortion justified.
In fact, having secured all the necessary funding, the requisite transportation, and a court
authorization, Jane Doe had already overcome the considerable and unfair obstacles that
routinely block pregnant people from accessing abortion care. She was merely asking for the
government to stop blocking her from seeing her doctor so that she could obtain constitutionallyprotected medical care before it became too late.
By blocking Jane and others from accessing abortion care, ORR has openly disregarded its
legal duty to provide prompt access to safe medical care to those within its charge. ORR’s
obligations to provide this medical care unquestionably includes access to the full range of
reproductive health care -- obligations that derive both from existing law3 and from a nationwide
settlement agreement that is currently binding on the federal government.4 The government
cannot evade its ethical obligations to care for Jane and others like her, and we cannot abide
ORR’s attempt to subvert the laws that protect their rights.
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Accordingly, the undersigned 104 organizations demand that ORR immediately restore access
to reproductive health care services and information, including abortion, for Jane and the
thousands of other young people in ORR’s custody. Jane, alongside every person like her, has
a right to make decisions about her health and her future with dignity and self-determination.
ORR is bound by law to respect this right.
Sincerely,
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